Photoshop Intro

Photoshop is an amazing program because it allows us to do ANYTHING with our photos.  With so many tools to use however, it’s hard to know where to start.  Many photographers use Photoshop to achieve results that, in the past, they would only have been able to achieve in the dark room.  In Photoshop the process is sped up and the results are seen instantly.

For some of you this may be the first time that you will use Photoshop, and for some it won’t.

Your Task

Choose a photo from the Internet, You will be working in pairs (two heads are better than one).  The photo should be one that you think could use some slight ‘adjusting’ to the brightness, contrast, or colours.

You will then adjust the photo 15 different times following these steps:

1.) Make a folder and name it so that you are able to find all the photos for this project.

2.) Place the photo of your choice into the folder.

3.) Open your photo in Photoshop.

4.) Go to: File-Save As…- Change the name to something like: Picture1Copy1

5.) Close the photo and go in to your folder to check that there are 2 photos.

6.) Open up the copy
· You will have to repeat steps 3-6 each time so that you do not lose the original!!!!

Brightness / Contrast: Go to: Image-Adjustments.  These are the basic adjustments.  When you’ve had enough fun click cancel.  (You’ll be using this later on).

Levels: A step up from Brightness / Contrast:   (apple L) or Image-Adjustments.

Black Dot: Controls what’s black in the image.  (Shadows, what’s going to be darker)  

-Alter the photo slightly, save and rename:  #1
Grey Dot: Controls / highlights greys AKA mid tones.

-Alter the photo slightly, save  and rename:  #2
White Dot: Controls Highlights (whites).
-Alter the photo slightly, save, and rename: #3
When blacks and whites are moved closer together the contrast is increased.  Moving the grey increases and decreases the brightness.

All 3: Alter the photo using all three, save, and rename: #4
Hue / Saturation: (apple U) or Image-Adjustments.
Hue: Changes the colours.  At the extreme ends the colour will change to their opposites on the light colour scale.

-Alter the photo slightly, save, and rename: #5
Saturation: Changes the intensity of the colours.

-Alter the photo slightly, save, and rename: #6
-Alter the photo using Hue & Saturation together, save, and rename: #7
Greyscale: (Black & White) Go to: Image-Mode-Greyscale

-Alter the photo using brightness/contrast (Image-Adjustments), save, and rename: #8
Sepia Tone: Use the greyscaled image with the adjustments (you will have to open and copy #8)
Convert to RBG. Go to Image-Mode-RGB Colour

Then go to: Image-Adjust-Colour Balance.

Sepia can be achieved by adding a little Red and Yellow.  If you don’t like “Sepia” find your own combination, just remember that it should be subtle.  Save and rename #9
Filter: There are MANY tools under ‘filter’.  Go to Filter-Distort …
-Play with options.  Do whatever suits your photo, save, and rename: #10
Cropping: Crop the photo using the cropping tool.  It can be drastic or not.  Save and rename: #11.

Perfection: Now that you have an understanding of what some of the basic tools do, use  them to create a perfectly adjusted image.  Once the image has been adjusted use the crop tool to crop the image. It doesn’t have to be drastic.  Save and rename: #12
GO CRAZY!  Use whatever tools you like to create 2 extremes.  They can be colour or black & white.  Save and rename: #13 and #14.
Your Discovery: Find a tool that hasn’t been listed.  Use it to alter your photo.  Save and rename: #15   Make sure you document where the tool is!
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